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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.
1, On 26 Dec 53, P, N. Fogpeloy, member of the secretariat of the Central

Gommittee of the Soviet Communlst Party and A, B. Aristoyv, chaiman of
the security department of the Central Comnittee, aryived in Prague to
-eontinue the investigation of Czechoslovak Communlst *leaders begun in

. f: Ry ,Ootﬂl9ﬁ§ by N. I. Semenoy, secrétary of Embassy in Prague,. They were
: -~ under the orders of X, F, luney, Soviet First Deputy Minister of the
Interior, . - } . . : '
2 This lnvestigation was touched orf by the capture of Col. Jan BoJko at

Cesky Krumlov in South Bohemia on 19 Dec 53, BoJko was a close collaborator
of -Gen, Bedfich Reicin, executed during the purge of the $ldnsk¥ group.
BoJko, a.Slovak, generally belleved dead, had actually been concealed by
Slanskyfis followers and was detected trying to reach Austria on the way

to Yugoslevia with important documents,

3. His%aﬁ&urerevealed a conspiracy involving the highest circles of Communist
leadership and increased Soviet suspicilon with regard to Czechoslovak
unwillingness to purge unreliable elements. Soviet authorities have placed
the responsibility on Dr. 3tefan Relss, former Minister of Justice, a
Hungarian Jew by birth, but considered a Slovak., He is a protegé of

President Zdpotocky.

L With a view to avoiding further inquiries the Czechoslovak government -
declded on 22 Dec 53 to place on trial Gustav Husdk and Ldco F,
former Slovak ministers and friends of Dr. Vlado Clementls, who have been
in prison since 1951, Due to the political tension in Slovakia the Prague
Government has long hesitated to place the two men on trial, This
hesltation has been adroltly exploited by Karol Bacflek, a Slovak, who
was ousted from the government on 15 Sep 53. Now secretary general of

the Slovak Communist Party, Bacf{lek is struggling for reintegration.
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in thg government at thé expense of Villam Jipoky, himself a Slovak.

Bac{lek denounced the slowness of the government in bringing Husdk and Novomesky
to trial to.J, B, Beryezin, Soviet Consul General in Bratislava, and Beryezin
initiated the Oct investigation of Czethoslovak leaders.

The Kremlin is profoundly dissatisfied with Zépotocky, who has officlally been
declared i1l for some weeks.  The disclosures on the arrest of Bojko involve

very important issues. It 1s considered that the next president must be a

Slovak, and Siroky, Bacflek and Julijus Dirif are all canidates, while Dy. Branti3ek
Zupka 1s expected to succeed Gustav Kliment as head of the syndicalist drginization
URO (Central Labor Union Council).

The result of the investigation is expected to shake further Zdpotockyfts position,
and the government would then fall into the hands of Slovaks at the very moment
when 1t would become necessary to execute Husdk and Novomesky. There is great
anxiety in Prague.
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